78                Results of the Battle of Bouvines

unstable Duke Henry of Brabant more firmly to his side, he married his
daughter Mary, and so at this eleventh hour carried out the engagement
into which he had entered seventeen years before. His efforts to make the
princes of the lower Rhine work together were successful. Nearly all of
them brought their levies in July to Nivelles, south of Brussels, which had
been fixed as the starting point of the campaign1. This army, despite the
advantage of numbers and position, despite the reckless bravery which
Otto himself displayed, was almost annihilated on the field of Bouvines
near Lille on 27 July 1214.

The battle was decisive. Otto with the remnant of his army made his
way to Cologne. Frederick, who had taken no part in the campaign, was
not slow to take advantage of the discomfiture of his rival; soon after the
battle he crossed the Moselle and received the submission of the princes
of the Netherlands. The Welf interest in the Palatinate had also in this
year become extinct with the death of the younger Henry. It was granted
to the Duke of Bavaria, and his son Otto, who, by marrying Agnes, the
daughter of the elder Henry, Count Palatine, acquired too the allodial
estates of the Welfs in that neighbourhood. In this manner the Palatinate
as well as the dukedom of Bavaria came into the hands of the powerful
house of Wittelsbach.

The whole Rhineland was now Frederick's but for Cologne, Aix-la-
Chapelle, and the imperial palace at Kaiserswerth. These too fell into his
hands in the campaign of the following summer. He entered Aix-la-
Chapelle on 4 July 1215, and on the next day, adopting the precedent
of Philip, was crowned a second time in the traditional place of coronations.
He also on this occasion, to the surprise of his court and to his own lasting
regret, took the crusading vow, which, while it satisfied Innocent of the
good intentions of his former ward, was to cause all manner of trouble
between the Emperor and Innocent's successors. With the surrender of
Kaiserswerth on 24 July and of Cologne on 4 August the Welf resistance
in the west was at an end.

Before the capitulation of Cologne Otto had betaken himself to Saxony,
where he could still reckon on substantial support: there was his brother
Henry at Brunswick and a powerful group of nobles on the north-east
frontier who strongly resented the attitude Frederick adopted in Gurman-
Danish politics; for in December 1214 he had ceded to Waldemar Norclal-
bingia, that is to say, the country north of the rivers Elbe and Hide, a
district in which many of these border nobles had important interests.
Frederick's campaign in the beginning of 1215 had done nothing to break
down this opposition. So for a time the stimggle dragged on in this region,
Albert, Archbishop of Magdeburg, and Waldemar of Denmark on the one
side. Otto, his brother Henry, and the Ascanian family on the other, The
long-continued fighting, however, wore down the strength of the Welf
armies; the widespread devastations of the country caused a serious

1 For the details of the campaign aud of the battle of Bouvines, see infra, chap, xac.